
Family & Environmental Factors

If you have concerns around any of the areas 
below, speak to your supervisor

This tool has been developed for use in 

universal services to aid recognition of 

factors which may indicate a child or young 

person (YP) is suffering from NEGLECT. 

These statements are based on the 

‘Framework for the Assessment of Children in 

Need, Department of Health 2000’ .

Once concerns about neglect are identified, 

practitioners need to make judgement 

about the level of intervention.  

You should discuss this with your 

supervisor/manager and evaluate the 

seriousness of the concerns and decide what 

the appropriate response should be.

Neglect Identification Tool



If you have concerns around any of the areas below, speak to your supervisor

Child/young person’s Developmental Needs Parenting Capacity

Where a child/young person has a disability the additional factors below may be 
indicators of neglect:
• Not getting enough help with feeding 
• Poor toileting arrangements 
• Lack of stimulation 
• Unjustified and/or excessive use of restraint 
• Rough handling, extreme behaviour modification e.g. deprivation of liquid, 

medication, food or clothing 
• Unwillingness to try to learn a child’s means of communication 
• Ill-fitting equipment e.g. calipers, sleep boards, inappropriate splinting


